
SMART (COMMUNICATION) PARTNER 
STRATEGY WORKSHOP
This workshop is intended to equip those, who 
interact regularly with learners with complex 
communication needs, the partner strategies and skills 
needed to facilitate and encourage the development 
of their individual communication skills throughout 
the school day.  Research-based communication 
partner strategies and techniques will be introduced, 
practiced and discussed throughout this workshop.  
This workshop will provide the opportunity for 
communication partners to increase their awareness 
and use of appropriate partner strategies/skills needed 
to create an optimal communication environment that 
supports the expansion and growth of communication 
skills for those reliant on augmented and alternate 
forms of communication.

Four optional monthly follow-up remote ZOOM web 
meetings will be scheduled following the workshop 
to provide opportunities for continued learning and 
support.  These meetings will be from 3:15-4:00 p.m. 
on the dates to be provided at the workshop.

19378-16-01 Sept. 9, 2016 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.

PRACTICE WITH PODD
This workshop is intended for those team members/
parents who are “new” to the PODD system 
to provide implementation support for those 
individuals supporting students who are utilizing the 
PODD (Pragmatic Organization Dynamic Display) 
communication books.  This workshop is not intended 
as a formal PODD “training” however it will provide 
information and strategies to assist those seeking to 
communicate with existing PODD users.  These are 
repeat sessions.  Please only register for one.

19042-16-01 Sept. 19, 2016 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m.
19042-16-02 Dec. 6, 2016 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m.
19042-16-03 Feb. 16, 2017 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m.

EMERGENT LITERACY SMORGASBORD 
FOR STUDENTS WITH SIGNIFICANT 
COMMUNICATION AND/OR LEARNING 
CHALLENGES
If you currently provide special education instruction 
and/or support the literacy skill development of 
students with significant disabilities, including those with 
limited or no verbal speech skills, and are struggling to 
identify appropriate reading and writing assessments 
and resources, then join us for a day of discussion, 
demonstration and discovery.  We will share with you 
a wide array of adapted instructional materials and 
techniques that are currently being introduced across 
the country to improve the literacy skills of students 
with limited or complex communication and learning 
needs.

19436-16-01 Sept. 29, 2016 8:30 am–4:00 p.m.

DECOSTE WRITING PROTOCOL: 
SELECTING WRITING ACCOMMODATIONS 
FOR STRUGGLING STUDENTS
Join us as we introduce to you the updated “Decoste 
Writing Protocol” for use with struggling writers 
as a means to determine the most appropriate 
accommodations for written expression.  Participants 
will need to purchase and download the Writing 
Protocol PRIOR to attendance for $25 from the Don 
Johnston website.  (There is no registration fee for 
this training.) We will explore this updated tool and 
provide opportunities to practice administering the 
Writing Protocol.  The DeCoste Writing Protocol will 
enable building teams to closely examine the writing 
process for ALL students to determine the most 
appropriate accommodations to support individual 
student needs.  A brief introduction of assistive 
technology tools to support the demands of writing 
will also be shared.
Website for purchase: http://donjohnston.com/
shop/curricula-screening-and-books/decoste-writing-
protocol/#.VXcMWs9VhBc
Participants are asked to bring a laptop with them to 
the training with DeCoste Writing Protocol loaded.

19383-16-01 Oct. 24, 2016 12:30-3:30 p.m.
19383-16-02 Jan. 26, 2017 12:30-3:30 p.m.
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Additional 
opportunities on back

All sessions will be held at 
Grant Wood AEA
4401 Sixth St. S.W., Cedar Rapids, Iowa

http://bit.ly/IATeacherLeadership


PAR-TY: SELECTING READING 
ACCOMMODATIONS FOR  
STRUGGLING STUDENTS
Big news!  There is a tool available that has been 
making a big difference in identifying the best reading 
accommodations for struggling readers.  This new 
tool is called PAR (Protocol for Accommodations in 
Reading) and it is a free download from Don Johnston, 
Inc.  Whether you’ve never heard of it - or have 
already downloaded it - this workshop is to help us 
all get started using this tool the right way.  And what 
better way than with a party?  Or rather, a PAR-
ty!  Come join us to learn more about the tool and 
get your materials together, along with a chance to 
practice PAR on a fellow colleague or two.
Participants are asked to bring a laptop with them to 
the training and to download the PAR guide and to 
print a copy of the resource guide prior to workshop. 
Please bring the laptop to the training.

19202-16-01 Oct. 24, 2016 8:30-11:30 a.m.
19202-16-02 Jan. 26, 2017 8:30-11:30 a.m.

BOOKSHARE: AN INTRODUCTION  
FOR DISTRICTS
This workshop will provide an introduction to 
Bookshare resources and reading tools for use by 
eligible students in our local school districts.  Area 
school districts and/or buildings are encouraged to 
have at least one trained staff person to support the 
management and use of Bookshare materials.  Those 
individuals attending this workshop should already 
possess a Bookshare Username and Password for their 
school account.  Contact Bookshare for more details.  
Demonstration and use of reading tools needed to 
download and to access these digital materials will be 
provided.  Hands-on opportunity to download and 
utilize these accessible instructional materials will be 
provided.

19104-16-01 Oct. 25, 2016 12:30-3:30 p.m.
19104-16-02 Jan. 10, 2017 8:30-11:30 a.m.
19104-16-03 April 11, 2017 12:30-3:30 p.m.

BUILDING BRIDGES: EASTERN IOWA 
ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY CONFERENCE
The “Building Bridges: Eastern Iowa Assistive Technology 
Conference” provides an opportunity to see first 
hand the latest in assistive technologies (AT), practices, 
and services for school-age students with disabilities. 
This AT conference serves as a unique opportunity 
for professionals, parents, administrators and service 
providers to exchange and gather information on the 
current status and assistive technology tools available for 
consideration of assistive technology tools. The sessions 
presented at the “Building Bridges”:  Eastern Iowa 
Assistive Technology Conference are divided into five 
main tracks which include:
   › Physical Accessibility
   › Augmentative and Alternative Communication
   › AT and Mobile Devices
   › AT & Transition
   › Universal Design for Learning/Accessible  
 Instructional Materials/MTSS

Participants are encouraged to attend a single track or 
a wide variety of tracks depending on your conference 
objectives.

19018-16-01 April 25, 2017 8 a.m.-4 p.m.

Registration information:
GWAEA Professional Development
319-399-6767 or 800-798-9771, ext. 6767 or gwaeapd@gwaea.org

Grant Wood Area Education Agency extends equal opportunities in its employment practices, educational programs and 
services, and does not discriminate on the basis of color, gender, race, national origin, religion, creed, age, sexual orientation, 
gender identity, marital status, disability, veteran status or as otherwise prohibited by law. If you believe you or your child has 
been discriminated against or treated unjustly, please contact the Agency’s Equity Coordinator, Maria Cashman, at 319-399-
6847 or 800-332-8488, Grant Wood AEA, 4401 Sixth St SW, Cedar Rapids, IA 52404.

REGISTRATION
Download Form: http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/pdf/registform.pdf
Register Online: https://www.gwaea.org/apps/ProfDev/user/signon.cfm
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All sessions will be held at Grant Wood AEA
4401 Sixth St. S.W., Cedar Rapids, Iowa
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